
STAAR:  The Next Generation

Beginning in spring 2012, students will 
start a new voyage with the launch of the 
next testing program called the State of 
Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness 
or STAAR™.

What is STAAR?

STAAR is a more rigorous standardized 
testing program that will replace the Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) 
for elementary, middle, and high school 
students. The new STAAR program will 



What do you need to graduate?

To graduate, a student must have a yet-
to-be-determined cumulative score on all 
of the EOC assessments taken in each 
content area: English, math, science, 
and social studies. Besides meeting the 
cumulative score requirement in each of 
four core content areas, students on the 
Recommended High School Program, 
which is the standard graduation plan, 
must pass the Algebra II and English III EOC 
assessments. The passing standards
will be set in February 2012.

The STAAR graduation requirements 
apply to students first entering the ninth 
grade in fall 2011. All other current high 
school students will graduate on the TAKS 
program.

Will students who receive special 
education services take the STAAR?

The admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) 
committee for a student who receives 
special education services will determine 
the appropriate test.

What happens if you pass the course 
but fail the test?

If a student passes the course, but does 
not earn the required minimum score on the 


